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Retiring? Don’t Worry 
t’s going to happen, either on your schedule, or on your employer’s. 

So what do you do about it? How do you get ready for it, and what do you do when it 
happens? 

Well, here’s how it worked for me. 

First, I didn’t do a lot of planning; sure I thought 
about what I’d do, but I didn’t draw up a list of things 
I wanted to do, or felt I had to do. I just let things 
happen, and they really did. 

I was in the Automobile business for 56 years. I spent 
ten years with a manufacturer of domestic 
automobiles. It became clear to me after about five years that the retail side of the business 
would be more fun and more profitable, it was. 

I spent 45 years as a dealer for a domestic automobile. We had other makes off and on but 
we stayed with the main franchise. My son joined me for the last 25 years or so. Finally we 
decided to get out and found a buyer for our land and facilities. 

I had been easing into retirement and turning more and more of the management over to 
my son, but I wasn’t really thinking seriously about retiring until we sold out. 

Then it happened.  

First, I rented a small office for him and me. I thought, and still do, that it was important to 
get up, shave, and get dressed. Sure I could have had an office a home, but I wanted a 
plan to go where I could keep up with my bills, write checks, or pay them on-line, and just 
have a place to do what little business I had. I appreciate the quiet atmosphere. 

Rather than worry about how I’d spend my time, I now have to find time for all the projects 
which have come my way. When your friends find out you are retired they will present lots 
of opportunities for your consideration. 

Your job will be to narrow them down to a manageable number. 

Here is what I have devoted my time to: 

I thought about writing a book about my life to pass on to my grandchildren, but I reasoned 
that they would probably not read it. So I did an oral history of my life. I found a retired TV 
producer to help me with the research and script, and my local Public TV Station did the 
production for a reasonable donation. I now have a one-hour long DVR of my life. 

There are also a number of companies which will do the entire project. You will have to do a 
lot of research and dig up as many old photos as possible, but that will be fund and time 
very well spent. 

I then turned to community service, reasoning that the community had given a lot to me 
and it was payback time. 

There is a University in my town, and I volunteered as a mentor to graduating seniors 
during their last year. The University welcomes this effort and the young people are willing 
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participants. I made some lifelong friends among the students and have benefitted from the 
experience as much or more that the students. 

Next, I was made aware of a prison ministry program in which I work with a prisoner about 
to be released, and help him getting back into society. Again, I have also made some good 
friends in this effort. 

I have joined 4 or 5 other retirees for a regular weekly lunch. We enjoy each other’s 
company and have spirited discussions each Tuesday. It’s a date I jealously reserve each 
week. 

I have joined a group, 45 or so, active, or retired owners and/or managers of businesses 
who offer their expertise to owners of small businesses in the arena of business roundtables 
and mentors. It’s fun for me and well received by the members of the roundtables. 

I have become a bit more active in my church, and this is rewarding to me. 

I have resigned from all boards to which I belonged, saying it was time for younger men 
and women to carry the torch. 

I spend more time with my children and grandchildren, but on my schedule, not theirs. 

I really had no idea that most of these opportunities would come along as I retired, but they 
did. I didn’t go after most of them, they just appeared at the right time. 

And I’ll bet similar opportunities will come your way also. 

Above all, don’t worry. It’s the time you have worked for, and looked forward to. 

Enjoy it!  

~ Rollie McGinnis, a Silver Fox Advisor 
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