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From The Editor…          
Each year for the past seven years I have participated in the judging of the Rice Business Plan 
Competition, billed by The Rice Alliance for Technology and Entrepreneurship as the World’s 
Largest Business Plan Competition. Annually for the past 15 years teams from around the 
World come to the Campus of Rice University for three days in mid-April 
to compete for cash prizes and to be judged by potential investors, 
mentors, and advisors.  

Each of the 42 teams has to be made up of students from the University 
they are representing. Teams can also have outside advisors from the 
business or academic worlds. 

What is so rewarding about participating as a judge in this competition is 
not only reviewing superior business plans, but also having an 
opportunity to hear in detail what each team has created, invented or developed that in many 
cases is a game- changer in the field in which they are participating. Judges see breakthroughs 
in medication that can work with the body’s own immune system to kill bad cells, robotic devices 
that can do dangerous work now being done manually, medical products that can be made 
using 3D printers, medical devices that reduce the risks of certain medical procedures, materials 
that can speed up the decomposing process, tracking devices for parents to monitor their child’s 
activities. The business plans truly are incredible. These young men and women are taking their 
dreams and wildest ideas and making them a realty.  

The comments that the Rice Alliance leadership receives from the team members each year 
reflect not only how valuable on many levels the Business Plan Competition is, but also how 
meaningful and important the feedback from the judges has been. These kinds of comments 
make the time the judges spend at this competition each year so very rewarding.  

The message to take away from this write-up is that sometimes everyone can use some help 
with that next best thing. If you find yourself in the position of needing help with your next best 
thing, I would recommend that you seek out an experienced business advisor, consultant or 
mentor with a financial or business background for your Company: Contact a Silver Fox 
Advisor. Remember, having experience on your side always helps.  

We encourage you to visit our Website at www.silverfox.org or www.silverfoxadvisors.com to 
select a Silver Fox Advisor and also to learn more about the Silver Fox Advisors, our 
Associates and their businesses, as well as our great programs and community outreach 
endeavors. 

 
Richard T. Hendee, Editor  
The Silver Fox Advisor  
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